
The mission of the Putnam History

Museum is to collect, preserve,

interpret, and present the history of

Putnam County, Philipstown, the

West Point Foundry, and the

Hudson Highlands. Through

exhibitions, programs, and events,

the museum uses its collection to

engage the community with the

vibrant history of our region--and

to foster greater understanding of

the role it has played in the growth

of our nation.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T
F O R  2 0 2 4



For over 119 years, the Putnam History Museum (PHM) has served residents,

visitors, and historical researchers of Putnam County. Putnam County’s

generous funding, along with the support of our members, friends, and visitors,

has enabled the PHM to establish a world-class special collections library and

archive, to preserve the West Point Foundry schoolhouse as the museum

headquarters, and to create hundreds of public programs, exhibitions, and

publications.

In 2024, we achieved significant milestones with the help of both public and

private support:

Opened the exhibition “Revolutionary Visions: Women in the Hudson

Highlands during the American Revolution” which featured the work of five

local artists interpreting historical women. 

Engaged the community with educational programs on key themes such as:

Native Americans, the Colonial Period, the American Revolution, Women’s

History, and more.

Hosted 11 lectures covering a wide range of subjects to further engage with

the community. 

Dedicated more than 400 research hours to over 50 public research

requests. 

Hosted, co-hosted, or collaborated on over 45 public programs, enhancing

historical curiosity and appreciation within the mid-Hudson region.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are excited to embark on several key projects

focused on financial sustainability, infrastructure improvements, program

expansion, digitization, and strategic planning. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to all our supporters for their continued trust

and support. Your contributions significantly impact the Putnam History

Museum, enabling us to preserve our shared heritage and inspire future

generations.

 

2024 SUMMARY



POPULATION SERVED

The Putnam History Museum serves a socioeconomically diverse audience of

students, adults, and seniors. Our primary audience resides in Putnam County

and throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley region. Our secondary audience

includes weekend visitors from New York City, Westchester, Connecticut, and

beyond. Our weekend visitors represent a large urban population.

STAFF

In 2024, the PHM said goodbye to Executive Director Cassie Ward after 5
years of exceptional public history service. Education & Public
Programming Manager Kara Mattsen filled the position in the interim until
March 31, when new Executive Director Kevin Price joined the team. 

Executive Director, Kevin Price (Began March 31, 2025)
Education & Public Programming Manager, Kara Mattsen

Collections Manager, John Duncan  
Finance Manager, Cristina Bally 

Administrative Assistant, Bernadette Knox 
Research Librarian, Arman Safa 

Front Desk Associate, Josephine Bach 



Financial Report:

2024 Income:  $196,143.64 

2024 Expenses: $282,209.28 

2024 Investments (end-of-year balance): $1,174,115.79

Income and expense figures are tentative and have not been

adjusted by our accountant to reflect depreciation and

investments. Final figures will be reported on PHM’s 2024 form

990 and are available upon request.

Major Funding: 

A cornerstone gift from Marion & Pat Dugan provides sustaining

annual support

Putnam County

Additional Funding:

Town of Philipstown 

2024 Grants:

Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley 

Humanities New York

New York State Council for the Arts (for 2025)

SOURCES OF REVENUE &
CURRENT TRENDS IN COST OF
SERVICE



Initiatives for the next fiscal year:
Financial Sustainability

Develop a robust multi-year financial plan to ensure the
museum's financial stability, including fundraising initiatives,
grant applications, and exploring potential revenue streams.

Sustainability and Infrastructure
A major goal is to secure funding to replace the aging
furnace and HVAC, IT equipment (two laptops, operating
software upgrade), and building maintenance and
improvements, to ensure the long-term sustainability of the
museum. 

Digitization and Online Presence
Continuing to digitize our historic collection and expanding
the museum's online presence. 

Strategic Planning
The museum’s current Strategic Plan ran through the end of
2024. With the hiring of the new Executive Director, the PHM
Board of Trustees and staff will work to develop a Strategic
Plan for 2025-2028. This plan will provide a roadmap for
growth and sustainability.

NEW & UPCOMING PROJECTS



Research 

The PHM offers comprehensive research services, catering to a wide range

of inquiries related to Putnam County history and culture. Varied inquiries

include genealogy, house histories, local landmarks, historical events, and

cultural heritage. In 2024, we responded to over 50 public research

queries, dedicating more than 400 hours to research activities.

Exhibitions & Collections Management

At the heart of our institution lies a commitment to preserving and

showcasing Putnam County's robust history. We maintain an extensive

collection of artifacts and documents, spanning hundreds of years of

Putnam County and Hudson Highland’s history. Our team focuses on

collection care and accessibility, both in physical and digital formats. 

Additionally, the PHM creates rotating exhibitions, both indoors and

outdoors, to provide visitors with an accessible and relevant historical

experience. Our permanent Foundry exhibition serves as a gateway to the

West Point Foundry and Preserve, a National Historic Landmark. In 2025,

the PHM also produced the exhibitions “Healing Hudson” with art by Selva

Ozelli, “Scenes from the Hudson River School of Art” outdoor exhibition,

and “Revolutionary Visions: Women in the Hudson Highlands during the

American Revolution” which featured the work of five local artists

interpreting historical women. 

Education Outreach

Our educational programs aim to engage and inspire the community

about Putnam County's local history and heritage. We organize an array of

programs that evolve and expand annually. Key themes for our educational

offerings include Native Americans, Colonial Period, American Revolution,

Industrial Revolution, Civil War, BIPOC Histories, Women’s History,

Environmental History, and local history of the 19th and 20th centuries.

 SERVICES PROVIDED



Lecture Series

Our long-running lecture series covers a wide range of subjects, including

subjects such as art, architecture, maritime history, military history, and

genealogy. Since 2020, we have adapted the series into various formats,

offering virtual, hybrid, and in-person lectures to accommodate diverse

audiences. In 2024, we hosted 11 lectures.

Field Trips

We collaborate with Putnam County schools and homeschool groups to

design field trips that align with curricula standards and provide students

with engaging experiences. These field trips often involve guided tours of

the museum, West Point Foundry and Foundry Cove, and other historic

locations in Putnam County. In 2024, we welcomed groups from school

disctricts as close to the museum as Haldane CSD in Cold Spring, and as

far away as Manhattan, serving more than 200 students. 

History Hikes & Group Tours

We offer tours for groups, which may include curator-led tours of

exhibitions or guided tours of historical sites located all throughout

Putnam County. These popular hikes started during the pandemic but are

now an annual offering at the PHM. This year we developed a new and

successful tour of the historic Mountain Avenue and Nelsonville

Cemeteries, which sold out three of the four tours.

Other Services & Activities

Beyond our core signature services, the PHM actively engages with the

community through special events, collaborations, publications, and social

media platforms. Furthermore, we continued to create an array of print

publications, many of which are available digitally, to further promote

the exploration and discovery of local history. These resources cater to

diverse interests and age groups, making historical information accessible

to all.

SERVICES PROVIDED, CONTINUED. 

https://www.putnamhistorymuseum.org/selfguided/


2024 Lecture Series:

"Civil War Songs" (Hybrid– January 2024) 

"American Revolution Trivia Night" (Hybrid – February 2024) 

"Herstory: 20 Remarkable Putnam County Women" (Hybrid – March

2024) 

"Willitt C. Jewell’s Putnam County” (Hybrid – April 2024) 

"Taking our Water for the City” (In-person – May 2024) 

Exhibition Opening Talk for “Healing Hudson” (In-person – June

2024)

Native American Stone Structures of the Lower Hudson Valley

Lecture and Hike (June 2024)

“Hudson River School of Art and its Ice Age Origins” (Hybrid – July

2024)

“The Cornish Estate” (Hybrid – September 2024)

“Healing Hudson” and the American Environmental Movement

(Hybrid - September 2024)

Mekeel’s Corners Cemetery and Chapel Chat (October 2024)

Guided History Hikes:
West Point Foundry Hikes (April 2024) 

Denny Mine and Mining History in Putnam County Hike (May 2024)

Native American Stone Structures of the Lower Hudson Valley Lecture

and Hike (June 2024)

Benedict Arnold’s Flight Historical Hike in collaboration with Cornell

Cooperative Extension Putnam County (June & July 2024) 

Foundry Cove History Hike (Part of NAHW, November 2024)

Mt. Nimham History Hike in collaboration with Cornell Cooperative

Extension Putnam County (Part of NAHW, November 2024)

RECENTLY COMPLETED 
PROJECTS & PROGRAMS



 Annual Community Programs:

"Cold Spring in Bloom," a village-wide event (April 2024) 

Annual 4th of July Celebration at MeKeel’s Corners Chapel,

organized by PHM

Plein Air Drawing Class at the Cornish Estate Ruins (September

2024)

Native American Heritage & History Weekend (NAHW) had its

second iteration this year with two hikes and a living history

program with historian Drew Shuptar-Rayvis

Several themed Storytimes for children in collaboration with the

Butterfield Library

 New projects/programs for 2024:

American Revolution Trivia Night (March, 2024)

The PHM History-A-Thon (March 2024)

The Oh, Freedom! Putnam County Quilting Project (June 2024)

Kayak Tour with Hudson River Expeditions of World’s End (July

2024)

Kayak Tour with Hudson River Expeditions of Little Stony Point

(August 2024)

Mekeel’s Corners Cemetery and Chapel Chat (October 2024) 

Mountain Avenue and Nelsonville Cemetery Tour (October 2024)

Life in the Eastern Woodlands Living History Program (Part of

NAHW, November 2024)

Indigenous Peoples in Putnam County Travelling Exhibition, Lesson

Plan, Replica Collection, and Canoe Storage Project (Year-Long)

RECENTLY COMPLETED 
PROJECTS & PROGRAMS



RECENT MILESTONES &
2024 POINTS OF PRIDE 

At the 2024 Putnam County Day Awards, the PHM was

honored with an Exemplary Public History Award for our work

with the Butterfield Library for the Julia Butterfield

Bicentennial in 2023. PHM Front Desk Associate, Josephine

Bach, was also honored with the Exemplary Public History

Programming Award

Putnam County Community Grants Fund of the Community

Foundations of the Hudson Valley awarded the PHM a grant

that will let us develop travelling materials for our upcoming

commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American

Revolution. 

New York Counsil for the Arts (NYSCA) awarded us an

operations grant for the year 2025.

With the grant funding generously awarded by Humanities

New York, PHM was able to bring to life Indigenous History

through the events held as a part of the 2nd Annual Native

American Heritage Weekend, the creation of a semi-

permanent exhibition, virtual resources and replica artifacts

for school groups, and the installation of a moveable

platform for safe storage of our Native American-style

dugout canoe. 



Philanthropists ($3,000 & above)
Kari Jo Cates
Preston Pittman
Timothy Wallach & Fleur Fairman
George Whipple III

Benefactors ($1,000 - $2,999)
Sam & Marcella Broe
William Buck
Peter Hofmann & William Burback
Caroline Danford
Diana & Bryan Dunlap
Marie Wieck & Seamus Carroll
Carolyn & Chris Fadden
Elizabeth & Irvine Flinn
Donna & William Florence
Christine Foertsch & Mike McKee
Priscilla Goldfarb
Steven Holley
Frank Lucente
Sheila & Rudolph Rauch
Linda Sweet
Keith Weiss

Sustainers ($500-$999)
Paula Andros & John Provet
Celestine Benjamin
Bob & Wendy Bickford
Owen Clarke
Michele Hilmes & Bruce Croushore
Kathy & Joseph Curto
Danielle Cylich
Cathleen & Timothy Donovan
Joan & Mark Forlow
Wilbur Foster
Linda & Roger Hoffmann
Stephen Hutcheson

SUPPORT

Sustainers, Continued.
Todd Londagin & Merideth Harte
Peter Meisler 
Holly Ferris & Kirk Moldoff
Anne & Frederick Osborn III
Catherine & Joseph Platt
Kristin Sorenson

Supporters ($300 - $499)
Leon Ablon
Luz & Scott Bailey
Dyke & Marianne Benjamin
Chris Bockelmann & Floyd Norris
May Brawley Hill
Catherine Carnevale
Robert Cutler
John Greener
Patricia & Edward Illiano
Diane & Curt Landtroop
Catherine & David Lilburne
Carol McPeek
Eileen Murray
Terese & Jim Olsen
Marilyn Palefsky
Anita & Nat Prentice
Suzanne & Gordon Robertson
Henry Schweppe
Katrina Shindledecker
Anthony Thesing
Brian Tormey
Laura Washington
Anne & Thomas Winner
Dawn Young



Friends ($100 - $299)
Jan & Ronald Anderson
Alison Anthoine
Liz & Michael Armstrong
Sarah & Douglas Banker
Taylor Belcher III
Celestine Benjamin
Dan Birmingham
Joy Plaisted & Royd Bjornoy
Nancy Bobrowitz
Leonard Broytman
Peter Bunten
Mark Cane
Jennifer Carlquist
Jennifer Cassidy
Ann Cerrone & Richard Linke
Deborah & Joseph Cestone
Maureen & John Clancy
James Cole
Patti and Howard Copeland
Mary Beth Cresci
Robert Culp
T. Jefferson Cunningham III
Christine & Jeff Dain
Mark de Groh
David Divico
Maya Dollarhide
Julie & Jose DosSantos
Marcelline Thomson & David Duffy
Holly Evarts
Martha Fateman
Claudia & Del Fidanque
Robyn Field
Annette & Robert Flaherty

SUPPORT

Friends, Continued.
Jacqueline Foertsch
Elizabeth Bradford & James Francis
Susan Freeman
Stephen Gnojewski
David Goldberg
Steven Goldberg
Maggie & David Gordon
Jackie Grant
Debra Beneck & Ted Green
Tracy Grey
Megan Harding
William Lockridge Harris
Jean Horend
Deborah Howes
Anita Isola
Thomas Johnson
Susan Kemble West
Mary Hogan & John Joseph Kenny
Deborah & Roger Keppel
Judy & Joseph Kollar
Linda Lange & Rich Franco
Nancy Leo
Dana Levenberg
Annie Patton & Art Lowenstein
Susan MacLean
Silvia & Thomas Maginnis
Jessica Mandy
Mary Jayne & Frederick Martin
Claudio Marzollo
Justine McGovern
Sheila McMurtry
Audrey McInerney & Scott Monje



Friends, Continued.
Margaret Moran
Suellen Nelson
Roger Nickelsen
Frederick Norgaard
Margaret & Patrick O'Sullivan
Katharine & Joseph Plummer
Janis & Robert Polastre
Carol Powell
Doug Rackow
Michael Rapalje
Mary & William Rice
Barry Ross
Steven Rummel
Janet Rust
Charles Samoylo
Jennifer & Chris Schmalz
Maurene Schneider
Steve Schunk
Martha & Philip Scott
Victoria Shannon
Kristen & Matt Sherman
Grace Snowden
Kate Stahl
Tracy Strong
Sharon Sutherland
Marianne Sutton & David Watson
Sallie & Wylie Sypher
J Tomaiuolo Scebold
John Van Tassel
Ellyn Varela-Burstein
Cassie Ward
Mary Ann West
Elisa Woolridge & Curtis Zimmermann

SUPPORT

Members & Others (up to $99)
Bridget Adams
Judy Allen
David Allen
Ross Alvord
Avery Anderson
Denise Angelo
Mary & Robert Ardan
Christine Ashburn
Daniel Atha
Regan Bailey
Michael Baker
Carol Banker
Kathy Barnes
Sarah Bartlett
Jeremy Beard
Rachel V Beck
John Benjamin
Tracey Bilski
Sydney Blackwell
Evalyn Bladstrom
Laurent Blanchette
Martin Brech
Catherine Brennan
Aetna Dowst Brennan
Angela Briante
Ana Britten
JoAnn & Kirby Brown
Lynn & Norman Brown
William Brytus
Robert Buchanan
Andrew Campbell
Karen Carvalho
Marcia Case
Masako Catalina



Members & Others, Continued.
Joan Cerniglia
Marc Cheshire
Ina Cholst
Chyrll Ciliberto
Emily Clack Strohman
John Colangelo
Karen Coombe
Julie Corbett
Rena Corey
Valerie & Bruce Cortalano
Chris Costantine
Jessica Costantine
Ralph Cottiers
Vivienne Courtney
Jessica Cox
Jeremy Crandall
Frank Cronin
Virginia Crowell
Beth Crowell
Alta Dale
Patricia D'Amato
Wendy DeGiglio
Barbara Monaco
Debbie DeMay
Jane D'Emic
Alan DeMichael
Emily DeRham
Angela Devine
Richard Devir
Angelica Dickerson
Ilma Dietz
Lisa DiMarzo
Alan DiPietro
Stephan Dodeman
Jeffrey Drukin
Alex Dubroff

SUPPORT

Cathy Duke & Paul Kaye
Sara Dulaney
Patsy Ann Dusavage
Nancy Duvinski
Darrell Dwyer
Marie Early
George Eisenbach
Delia Engstrom
Virginia Epstein
David Etkind
Robert Faivre
James Farinelli
Mara Farrell
Janice Fellegara
Carol Fessler
Bob Fetonti
Maria Filardo
Eugene Finger
Joann Flaherty
Kathleen Foley & John Hedlund
Nancy Franklin
Matt Frieburghaus
Patricia Frische
Michael Gage
Abigail Gallagher
Glynn Galloway
Carina Gassman
Dorothy Gilman
Corinne Giunta
Laurey Goldberg
Karen Doyle & Bennett Goldberg
Jil Golden
Kyle Good
Ann Gordon
Elizabeth Gould



Members & Others, Continued.
Lisa Grace
Shannon Grafer
Ronald Gross
Patricia Grove
Robb Haberman
Paul Hafemann
Lauren Hall
Rosemarie Hallenback
Meghan Hansen
Hilary Hart
Marcellene Hearn
Liz Travis & Kurt Heitmann
Fern & Herbert Galant
Faith Herbert
Keith Hershberger
Char Herzer
Roger Hoffmann
Twila Holloway
John Hupcey
Cathy Izzo
Karen Jackson
Jodie Jackson
Rosemary & John Jandrucko
Mark Jelley
Alexandra Johnson
Elaine Joiner
Kathy Kahng
Karen Kanning
Karen Kapoor
Irene & Delmar Karlan, Jr.
Patricia Kelly
Cameron Kelly
Valery Keramaty
Renée Kilbride Edelman

SUPPORT

Daniel Killmer
John & Lisa Kinnaird
Serena Klempin
Susan Kornacki
Steffen Kraehmer
Alice Krakauer
Dan Kramer
Andrew Laskaris
Kristi Lattu & Alan Potts
Emily Lavelle
Martina M Leonard
Patricia & Marty Levine
Marion Lewandowski
Carol Lewis
Valerie Light
Catherine Lim
Linde Liu
Joseph Pell Lombardi
Louis Lombardo jr
Kristen Lowe
Joseph Mahon
Jan Malin
Jane Ellen Malinowski
Melia Marzollo
Robert Mayer
Richard McCauley
Karen McClure
Kim McCollum
Peter McFadden
Jillian McGovern
Juliette McKernon
Kathleen McLane
Nicki Meehan



Members & Others, Continued.
Lindsay Milano
James Miller
Robert Miller
Sally Miller
Laure Milliot
Richard Mills
Debbi Milner
Nancy Montgomery
Sandra Montini
Linda Morgan
Stacy Morgan
Emily Murnane
Maria Natiello
Natalie Naylor
Rodman Neumann
Caitlin Noonan
Leslie Nowinski
Colleen O’Malley
Kate O'Connor
Christine Olli
Sean O’Malley
Carol & Noel O'Reilly
David O'Reilly
Deborah Oswald
Christina Padron
AnneMarie Palagano
Makiko Parsons
Suzanne Pearse
Esme Peiffer
Gerald Pena
Elizabeth Phelan
Donna Pidala
Beth Pinello
Ardal Powell

SUPPORT

Linda Prain
Andrew Prosser
Lise Prown
Julie Ransom
Mary Rapp
Lisa Rasic
Keith Reilly
Maria Ricapito
William Richardson
Kathy & Peter Richter
Maria Rosado Mock
Judith Rose
Stephen Rush
Debra Russo
Susan Rutkowski
Pete Salmansohn
Alexander Saunders Jr.
Monika Schreiner
Eric Schuster
Laurie Scott
Annette Seidenglanz
Jim Semmelman
Joanna Serna
Jane Shanahan
James Shearwood
Jane Silver Timm
Ana Silverlinck
Meredith Silverman
Maggie Small
Margaret Small
Gillian Smit
Kevin Smith
Sally Smith



Members & Others, Continued.
Evan Solana-Cardona
Katharine Spector
Linda Speziale
Carl Steiniger
Joan Stubbs
Jason Styka
Tracey Sullivan
Daniel Sussman
Linda A Sweeney
Joseph Szilagyi
Amparo Tamayo
Lucy & Willis Taylor
Tony Thesing
Carol Thomas
Clark Thompson
Marie Tompkins
Carol Tompkins
Lynn Toombs
Gar Van Tassel
Matthew Van Tassel
Kathryn van Voorhees
Margaret Vetare
Craig Watters
Alex Weiner
Daniel Weinfeld
Kari Weis
John Weissleder
Chris Whitten
Ted Whittenkraus
Tom Wilson
Christine Wolf

SUPPORT

Lucille & Jim Wornell
Mary Worstell
Teresa Wright
John Wunderlich
Jia Jia Ye
Andrea Zavareei
Joanne M. Ziter



CONTACT:

Putnam History Museum
63 Chestnut Street 

Cold Spring, NY 10516 

info@putnamhistorymuseum.org 
845-265-4010

www.putnamhistorymuseum.org


