
The mission of the Putnam History

Museum is to collect, preserve,

interpret, and present the history of

Putnam County, Philipstown, the

West Point Foundry, and the

Hudson Highlands. Through

exhibitions, programs, and events,

the museum uses its collection to

engage the community with the

vibrant history of our region--and

to foster greater understanding of

the role it has played in the growth

of our nation.
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For over 118 years, the Putnam History Museum (PHM) has diligently served the

residents, visitors, and historical researchers of Putnam County. Thanks to the

generous support from Putnam County, alongside the dedication of our

members, friends, and visitors, we have sustained our world-class special

collections library and archive, preserved the historical West Point Foundry

schoolhouse as our museum headquarters, and offered countless public

programs, exhibitions, and publications.

In 2023, we achieved significant milestones with the help of both public and

private support:

Presented a variety of exhibitions, including the award-winning Indigenous

Peoples in Putnam County exhibition, showcasing our commitment to

preserving and highlighting Putnam County's diverse history.

Engaged the community with educational programs on key themes such as

Native Americans, the Colonial Period, the American Revolution, Women’s

History, and more. 

Hosted 12 lectures covering a wide range of subjects to further engage

with the community. 

Dedicated more than 400 research hours to over 50 public research

requests. 

Hosted, co-hosted, or collaborated on over 45 public programs, enhancing

historical curiosity and appreciation within the mid-Hudson region.

Participated in new projects such as the Stanton-Anthony Symposium and

launched a new Native American Heritage Weekend.

Looking ahead to 2024, we are excited to embark on several key projects

focused on financial sustainability, infrastructure improvements, program

expansion, digitization, and strategic planning. With a full-time Education &

Public Programming Manager now in place, we are poised to offer even more

enriching and engaging educational content and public programs.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Putnam County and all our supporters for

their continued trust and support. Your contributions significantly impact the

Putnam History Museum, enabling us to preserve our shared heritage and

inspire future generations.

2023 SUMMARY



POPULATION SERVED

The Putnam History Museum serves a socioeconomically diverse audience of

students, adults, and seniors. Our primary audience resides in Putnam County

and throughout Mid-Hudson Valley region. Our secondary audience includes

weekend visitors from New York City, Westchester, Connecticut, and beyond.

Our weekend visitors represent a large urban population.

STAFF

The PHM does not anticipate any new or impending changes to staff in 2024. 



Financial Report:

2023 Income $240,510.12

2023 Expenses $293,761.94 

2023 Investments (end-of-year balance) $1,080,005.00 

Income and expense figures are tentative and have not been

adjusted by our accountant to reflect depreciation and

investments. Final figures will be reported on PHM’s 2023 form

990 and are available upon request.

Current Trends in Cost of Service:

Utilities costs continue to rise, having increased $2,000 since

2022

Insurance costs have also increased $4,000 since 2022

Costly HVAC and boiler repairs/replacement due to age of

system

All other operational expenses, including payroll, are stable

Major Funding: 

A cornerstone gift from Marion & Pat Dugan provides sustaining

annual support

County of Putnam 

Additional Funding:

Town of Philipstown 

2023 Grants:

Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley 

Hudson River Valley Greenway 

Museum Association of New York

William G. Pomeroy Foundation

American Historical Association

SOURCES OF REVENUE &
CURRENT TRENDS IN COST OF
SERVICE



Initiatives for the next fiscal year:
Financial Sustainability

Develop a robust multi-year financial plan to ensure the
museum's financial stability, including fundraising initiatives,
grant applications, and exploring potential revenue streams.

Sustainability and Infrastructure
A major goal is to secure funding and resources to address
the need to replace the aging furnace and HVAC as
ensuring the long-term sustainability of the museum's
physical facilities is crucial.

Program Expansion
Building on the success of recent programs and events, our
goal is to expand the museum's educational and public
programming further, especially with the addition of the new
full-time Education & Public Programming Manager. This will
involve introducing new lecture series, hikes, workshops, and
community engagement events. 

Digitization and Online Presence
Continuing to digitize our historic collection and expanding
the museum's online presence. 

Strategic Planning
The museum’s current Strategic Plan runs through the end of
2024. Throughout 2024, the PHM Board of Trustees and
Staff will work to develop a Strategic Plan for 2025-2028.
This plan will provide a roadmap for growth and
sustainability.

NEW & UPCOMING PROJECTS



Research 

The PHM offers comprehensive research services, catering to a wide range

of inquiries related to Putnam County history and culture. Our research

team handles various topics, including genealogy, house histories, local

landmarks, historical events, and cultural heritage. In 2023, we responded

to over 50 public research queries, dedicating more than 400 hours to

research activities.

Exhibitions & Collections Management

At the heart of our institution lies a commitment to preserving and

showcasing Putnam County's robust history. We maintain an extensive

collection of artifacts and documents, spanning hundreds of years of

Putnam County and Hudson Highland’s history. Our team focuses on

collection care and accessibility, both in physical and digital formats. 

We consistently plan for the long-term management of our collections. 

Additionally, the PHM creates rotating exhibitions, both indoors and

outdoors, to provide visitors with an accessible and relevant historical

experience. Our permanent Foundry exhibition serves as a gateway to the

West Point Foundry and Preserve, a National Historic Landmark. In 2023,

we presented a variety of exhibitions, including the award-winning

Indigenous Peoples in Putnam County exhibition, and Messages from the

Hudson, featuring postcards from Barry C. and Mary Jean (MJ) Ross Hudson

River Postcard Collection.

Education Outreach

Our educational programs aim to engage and inspire the community

about Putnam County's local history and heritage. We organize an array of

programs that evolve and expand annually. Key themes for our educational

offerings include Native Americans, Colonial Period, American Revolution,

Industrial Revolution, Civil War, BIPOC Histories, Women’s History,

Environmental History, and local history of the 19th and 20th centuries.

 SERVICES PROVIDED

https://putnam.pastperfectonline.com/Search?page=1&search_criteria=ross&onlyimages=True
https://putnam.pastperfectonline.com/Search?page=1&search_criteria=ross&onlyimages=True


Lecture Series

Our long-running lecture series covers a wide range of subjects, including

subjects such as art, architecture, maritime history, military history, and

genealogy. Since 2020, we have adapted the series into various formats,

offering virtual, hybrid, and in-person lectures to accommodate diverse

audiences. In 2023, we hosted 12 lectures.

Field Trips

We collaborate with Putnam County schools and homeschool groups to

design field trips that align with curricula standards and provide students

with engaging experiences. These field trips often involve guided tours of

the museum and the West Point Foundry and Foundry Cove. In 2023, we

welcomed the entire Haldane 4th Grade for an Indigenous Peoples in

Putnam County field trip. 

History Hikes & Group Tours

We offer tours for groups, which may include curator-led tours of

exhibitions or guided tours of historical sites located all throughout

Putnam County. These popular hikes started during the pandemic but are

now an annual offering at the PHM. 

Other Services & Activities

Beyond our core signature services, the PHM actively engages with the

community through special events, collaborations, publications, and social

media platforms. In 2023, we hosted and participated in various

community events, fostering a sense of historical appreciation and

connection within Putnam County. In total, we hosted, co-hosted, or

collaborated on over 45 public programs in 2023.

Furthermore, we continued to create an array of print publications, many

of which are available digitally, to further promote the exploration and

discovery of local history. These resources cater to diverse interests and

age groups, making historical information accessible to all.

SERVICES PROVIDED, CONTINUED. 

https://www.putnamhistorymuseum.org/selfguided/


2023 Lecture Series:

"A Fight to Rule Indigenous Land: The French and Indian War"

(Virtual – January 2023)

"The Great Fire of New York in 1776" (Virtual – February 2023)

"The Power of Native Women" (Virtual – March 2023)

Women’s History Trivia Night at PHM (Hybrid – March 2023)

"The Wappingers of the Hudson Highlands" (Hybrid – April 2023)

"The Sinking of the Steamboat Lexington" (Virtual – April 2023)

"The Battle of Fort Montgomery" (Hybrid – May 2023)

"Painting With Sunlight: Imagery of Poughkeepsie & Its People by

S.L. Walker, Daguerrist” (Hybrid-June 2023)

"Anna Warner and Her Horticultural Legacy" (Hybrid-July 2023)

"From Founders to Farmers: Archaeology in the Hudson Valley,

17th to early 20th Century" (Hybrid-September 2023)

"Dutchess & Putnam County in the Hudson Valley Land Wars" by

James Merrell (Hybrid-November 2023)

"Lt. Lemuel Snow: Patriot and Pioneer" (Hybrid-December 2023)

Guided History Hikes:

Cornish Estate Historical Hike (May 2023)

West Point Foundry Hikes (May & June 2023)

Benedict Arnold’s Flight Historical Hike in collaboration with

Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County (July 2023)

Stone Chambers of Mead Farm (October 2023)

Revolutionary War Redoubt Hike (November 2023)

Guided Stroll: "Julia L. Butterfield’s Life and Legacy" (December

2023)

RECENTLY COMPLETED 
PROJECTS & PROGRAMS



 Annual Community Programs:

"Cold Spring in Bloom," a village-wide event (April 2023)

Annual MeKeel’s Corner Chapel 4th of July Celebration, organized

by PHM

"Cold Spring Aglow" (December 2023)

 New projects/programs for 2023:

"The Stanton-Anthony Symposium: Influential Women of the Hudson

Valley" (March 2023)

Installation of the Indigenous Peoples in Putnam County exhibition

in consultation with the Stockbridge Munsee (May 2023).

Installation of the Messages from the Hudson Postcard exhibition

(September 2023)

"Tempestry Workshop," with the nation-wide Tempestry Project

(May 2023)

"Drawing at Northgate," a two-part workshop conducting plein-air

drawing classes at the Cornish Estate Ruins (Northgate)

(September 2023)

"Native American Heritage Weekend," featuring history hikes with

the Cornell Cooperative Extension, film screenings, live discussions

with the sculptor and videographer of "Making the Daniel Nimham

Statue," a performance by the Nimham Mountain Singers, and a

history hike of Foundry Cove (Grant-funded, October 2023)

"Julia L. Butterfield Bicentennial Celebration" in collaboration with

the Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, including a

Commemorative Planting & Ceremony, Cemetery Walk, Outdoor

Exhibition, Trivia Night, Birthday Party, and Guided Stroll, (Fall

2023)

Panel Discussion and Guided Tours: "Stone Chambers of Putnam

County" (October 2023)

RECENTLY COMPLETED 
PROJECTS & PROGRAMS



New and updated publications:

American Revolutionary War in Putnam County History Crawl

(County-wide)

Black History in Putnam County Pamphlet (County-wide)

Hudson Valley Corridor of Commerce History Hunt (County-wide),

August 2023

Revolutionary War North and South Redoubt History Hike Self-

guided Brochure

Mountain Avenue Cemetery Self-guided Brochure

Sybil Ludington Take & Go Museum Activity Kit Bags (County-

wide)

RECENTLY COMPLETED 
PROJECTS & PROGRAMS

https://www.putnamhistorymuseum.org/selfguided/


RECENT MILESTONES &
2023 POINTS OF PRIDE 

PHM received the Greater Hudson Heritage Network

Excellence Award for the Indigenous Peoples in Putnam

County exhibition.

PHM Education & Public Programming Manager Kara

Mattsen was honored with the Exemplary Work in Public

History Award at the Putnam County Day Awards.

Receipt of grant funding to support the creation of the

Native American Heritage Weekend.



LOOKING AHEAD
2024 SPECIAL PROGRAMS

February 13th: Black History Month Storytime and Crafts

March: Inaugural PHM History-A-Thon: Fundraiser &

Challenge 

March 1st: American Revolution Trivia Night

March 13th: Women’s History Storytime for Young Children

with the Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library

March 14th: Women’s History Lunch & Learn with PHM

Executive Director Cassie Ward

April 7th: PHM’s 118th Annual Meeting, featuring Putnam

County Historian Jennifer Cassidy

April 20th: West Point Foundry History Hike (tentative)

May 18th: Denny Mine History Hike (tentative)

May 9th: “Taking our Water for the City: The Archeology of

New York City’s Watershed Communities”

June 1st: PHM’s Annual Lawn Party

June 26th: Oh, Freedom! Quilting Workshop

June 28th & July 6th: Benedict Arnold’s Flight History Hike

August: Annual County-wide History Hunt Launch

September: Northgate Ruins Lecture & Art Workshop

September 20th: Mappy Hour

October 4th & 12th: Guided Twilight Cemetery Tours

October 10th: Lecture, Matthew Weigman Historic Plants

November 2nd: Native American Heritage Weekend

November 24th: PHM Annual Gala



Philanthropists ($3,000 & above)
Joni & Louie Lanza
Frank Lucente
Preston Pittman
George Whipple III

Benefactors ($1,000 - $2,999)
Paula Andros & John Provet
Luz & Scott Bailey
Sam & Marcella Broe
William Buck
Caroline Danford
Diana & Bryan Dunlap
Elizabeth & Irvine Flinn
Christine Foertsch & Michael McKee
Priscilla Goldfarb
Steven Holley
Todd Londagin
Marjorie Tarter & Brendan McAlpine
Friedrike Merck
Anne & Frederick Osborn III
Anita & Nat Prentice
Hara Schwartz
Christopher & Alison Shaw
Timothy & Fleur Wallach
Keith Weiss 
Heather Zuckerman

Sustainers ($500-$999)
Marianne Benjamin
Chris Bockelmann and Floyd Norris
Peter Hofmann & William Burback
Butterfield Realty, LLC
Anne Cabot, The Topfield Foundation
Kim Connor
Michele Hilmes & Bruce Croushore

SUPPORT

Sustainers, Continued.
Joan & Mark Forlow
Glynn Galloway
John Greener
Anita & Robert Jacobson
Holly Ferris and Kirk Moldoff
Margaret Moran & James Bopp
Carol Powell
Jennifer & Christopher Sandlund
Jody Sayler
Jennifer & Chris Schmalz

Supporters ($300 - $499)
Jeff Altorfer
Wendy & Bob Bickford
May Brawley Hill
Nancy & Rick Brownell
Marie Wieck & Seamus Carroll
Kari Jo Cates
Ann Cerrone & Richard Linke
Maureen & John Clancy
James Copeland
Mary Beth Cresci
Cathleen and Timothy Donovan
Maeve & David Eng-Wong
Susan Freeman
Maggie & David Gordon
Thomas Johnson
Susan Kemble West
Judy & Joseph Kollar
Antipodean
Janis & Robert Polastre
Mary & William Rice
Barry Ross
Linda Speziale
Marianne Sutton & David Watson



Friends ($100 - $299)
Leon Ablon
Jan Anderson
Robert Ardan
Liz & Michael Armstrong
Cristina M Bally
Sarah Banker
Taylor Belcher III
Laurent Blanchette
Nancy Bobrowitz
Peter Bunten & Laura Chenven
Patricia Butter
Mark Cane
Jennifer Carlquist
Catherine Carnevale
Jennifer Cassidy
Astrid Church
Ann Borthwick & Richard Cogliandro
Mary Ann Coleman
Howard Copeland
Liz Corio
Julian Cornwell
Jeremy Crandall
T. Jefferson Cunningham III
Robert Cutler
James Dain
Christine & Jeff Dain
Barbara Monaco
Jose DosSantos
Marcelline Thomson & David Duffy
Nancy Duvinski
Brian Ephraim
Gale Epstein
Holly Evarts
Martha Fateman
Ali Fisher

SUPPORT

Friends, Continued.
Heather Fitzgerald
Annette & Robert Flaherty
Jacqueline Foertsch
Elizabeth Bradford & James Francis
Jacqueline Grant
Debra Beneck & Ted Green
Hilary Hart
Cindy Hirschmugl
Jeff Hodges
Linda & Roger Hoffmann
Heather & Derrick Hopkins
Jean & Jim Horend
Stephen Hutcheson
Howard Kaplowitz & Robert Gaudreau
Irene & Delmar Karlan, Jr.
Mary Hogan & John Joseph Kenny
Deborah & Roger Keppel
Marit Kulleseid
Linda Lange & Rich Franco
Patricia & Marty Levine
Catherine & David Lilburne
Catherine Lim
Annie Patton & Art Lowenstein
Susan MacLean
Doug MacLeod
Silvia & Thomas Maginnis
Elizabeth Anderson & Joseph Mahon
MJ Martin
Mary Jayne & Frederick Martin
Nancy Mejia
William 
Holly Mentzer
Jilian Mincer
Audrey McInerney & Scott Monje



Friends, Continued.
Sherrie & Nikolai Nachamkin
Suellen Nelson
Frederick Norgaard
Sue Novick
T George O'Brien
Carol & Noel O'Reilly
Margaret & Patrick O'Sullivan
Ronald Oswald
Libby & George Pataki
Todd Pfleger
Donna Pidala
Catherine Platt
Katharine & Joseph Plummer
Kelly & Edward Preusser
John Provet
Michael Rapalje
Keith Reilly
Suzanne & Gordon Robertson
Mary Rodda
Steven Rummel
Janet Rust
Kimberly Sabatini
Pete Salmansohn
Jennifer Schmalz
Martha & Philip Scott
Katrina Shindledecker
Jeanne Sison
Kathleen Skura
Susan Stewart
Tracy Strong
Anthony Thesing
William Thornton
Joan & Henry Turner
Cassie Ward

SUPPORT

Friends, Continued.
Dorothy Williams
Anne & Thomas Winner
Aleta Wolfe
Jean Wort
Elisa Woolridge & Curtis Zimmermann
Judith & Edwin

Members & Others (up to $99)
Samir Ali
Judy Allen
Marianne Als
Alison Anthoine
Mary & Robert Ardan
Geeta Arora
Joseph Asher
Daniel Atha
Laura Josephine Bach
Michael Baker
Lois Baldwin
Lauren Barbieri
Michael Baumer
Michael Bellucco
Theresa Bellucco
Richard Benjamin
John Benjamin
Evelyn Berkley
Kim Bertrand
Melissa Beal Beyerlein
Joan Billows
Tracey Bilski
Brittany Boalt
Nicole Bowen
Kathleen Bower



Members & Others, Continued.
Angela Boyers
JoAnn & Kirby Brown
Lynn & Norman Brown
Karen Brozek
Nancy Bruski
Bill Brytus
Nik Bucci
Robert Buchanan
Karen Bull
Jeff Butler
Bryan Cafaro
Andrew Campbell
Michele Carlson
Larissa Carson
Marcia Case
Maria Castro
Robert Cavallo
David Chapman
Francis Cheadle
Marc Cheshire
Amelia Chiera
Carolynn Cobleigh
James Cole
William Collier
Rena Corey
Valerie & Bruce Cortalano
Scott Craven
Mary Cronin
Jane Crossley
Beth Crowell
Robert Cullen
Lawrence Culleton
Peter Cutul
Deborah Dain
Deidra Dain

SUPPORT

Dawn Dale
Jacob DeClement
Barbara & Alex Del Monaco
Jane D'Emic
Brenda Diamond
Angelica Dickerson
Ilma Dietz
Robert Dini
Julie Dos Santos
Amy Dul
Christopher Duro
Patsy Ann Dusavage
Darrell Dwyer
Beverly Dyckman
Karol A Dyer
Marie Early
Marie Early
Jill Enfield
Beth Erickson
Felicity Erwin
Cory Ethridge
Jacquelyn Etling
Pepper Evans
Ellen Fabian
James Farinelli
Diana Feaver
Brooke Ferrara
Bob Fetonti
Robyn field
Eugene Finger
Thomas Fiorilla
Jack Fitzgerald
Nancy Franklin
April Freeman Locke
Marc Freidus



Members & Others, Continued.
Michael Gage
Dennis Gagnon
Lilly Gair
Sandra Galef
Abigail Gallagher
Vicki Gardner
Carina Gassman
Kerri Gilbert
Dorothy Gilman
Maria Jose Gimenez
Corinne Giunta
Claire Goldstein
Herschel Goldwasser
Howard Goodman
Ann Gordon
Suzanne Gordon
Elizabeth Gould
Gail Greet Hannah
Philip Guttridge
Patrick Hadden
Gabrielle Haenn
Paul Hafemann
Matt Hager
Lauren Hall
Rosemarie Hallenback
Margaret Halloran
Debra Hanrahan
Megan Harding
William Lockridge Harris
Stephanie Harrison
Fern & Herbert Galant
Histoury
Linda Hoffmann
Allison Holaday
Matthew Howard
Erin Hoy

SUPPORT

Ruth Huggler
Lynne Ipina
Anita Isola
Rosemary & John Jandrucko
Denise Jenkins
Madeline Jennings
Christine & Christopher Johanson
Kareem Johnson
Andrea Kamahele
Patricia Kelly
Valery Keramaty
Mike Keropian
Bethany Khan
Paul Kinkel
Janie Koopmans
Jeff Kover
Philip Kropf
Jonathan Kruk
Mytzy Kufner
Diane Lapis
Andrew Laskaris
Ralph Lazaro
Nathalie Legerwood
Heather Lehl
Marion Lewandowski
Carol Lewis
Muriel Linetsky
Kim LiVecchi
Carolyn Llewellyn
Joseph Pell Lombardi
Dale Long
Alexis & Steve Lynch
Susan Mahoney
Frank Malinowski
Michael Mallon



Members & Others, Continued.
Sandra Manley
John Martin
Claudio Marzollo
William Matthews
Antonia Mattiaccio
Antonia Mauro
Robert Mayer
Joseph McBride
Dani McGrath
Kathleen McLane
Lydia & Matt McMahon
Andre McMahon
Cora McMahon
Alison Mcneary
Jim Merrell
Laure Milliot
Richard Mills
Eric Moldoff
Marie Montalto
Linda Morgan
Samara Mormar
Andriana M. Moss
Marina Mugrace
Meredith Mundy
Eileen Murray
Sara Natlo
Natalie Naylor
Catherine Nettesheim
Roger Nickelsen
David O'Reilly
Beth Osthimer
Deborah Oswald
Marilyn & Jay Palefsky
Marilyn Palefsky
Rhiannon Parsaca

SUPPORT

Kelly Pologe
Annette Porter
Nora & Ed Preusser
Gordon Quimby
Lynnette Rajala
Mary Rapp
Spencer Reese
Keith Reilly
Johanna Reinhardt
Mary Reynolds
William Richardson
Dale Riehl
Jamie Robins
Roni Rodman
Chris Rosen
Kellye Rosenheim
Kay Rothman
Charlotte & Chip Rowe
Meghan Rozmus
Christine & Jerome Rubino
Nancy Rusk
Debra Russo
Susan Rutkowski
Heath Salit
Erin Sample
Christine Santiago
Giannina Santo
Felicia Saunders
Michael Schlachter
Shayla Schott
Monika Schreiner
Laurie Scott
Annette Seidenglanz
Catherine Serreau Thompson
James Shearwood
Nancy Sigworth



Members & Others, Continued.
Nancy Sigworth
Meredith Silverman
Ira Simon
Sally Smith
Grace Snowden
Mildred Solomon
Lois Spagnola
Joyce Stillman
Linda A Sweeney
Sallie & Wylie Sypher
Jane Syracuse
Lou Tartari
Willis Taylor
Cynthia Thomas
Vance Tiede
Cory Tiger
Ethan Timm
Katie Tollmann
J Tomaiuolo Scebold
Marie Tompkins
Abril Topete
Alan Vardy
Margaret Vetare
Cindy Walker
Lesley yu Walter
Emma Walters
Gary Ward
Craig Watters
Reginald White
Melva Williams
Bryan Witt
Robert Wong

SUPPORT

Mary Worstell
Peter Zielenski
Joanne M. Ziter
Stacey & John Zuvic



CONTACT:

Putnam History Museum
63 Chestnut Street 

Cold Spring, NY 10516 

director@putnamhistorymuseum.org 
845-265-4010

www.putnamhistorymuseum.org


