
The mission of the Putnam History

Museum is to collect, preserve,

interpret, and present the history of

Putnam County, Philipstown, the

West Point Foundry, and the

Hudson Highlands. Through

exhibitions, programs, and events,

the museum uses its collection to

engage the community with the

vibrant history of our region--and

to foster greater understanding of

the role it has played in the growth

of our nation.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T
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Dear Putnam History Museum Supporters,

As we reflect upon the PHM’s activities for 2021, we are humbled by the

incredible support each of you have provided the museum in the past

year -- thank you. 

You have supported the museum through generous financial

contributions, by participating in virtual programs like the Thomas F.

Hayden Virtual Lecture Series, Trivia Night, & NY Brew Talk, by attending

our History Hikes, Crawls, and Hunts, by exploring our outdoor, indoor,

and virtual exhibitions, and by once again attending our annual in-

person events like the Lawn Party at the William Kemble Home. 

Your participation in each of these aspects of the PHM is greatly

appreciated and gives us the drive to adapt, evolve, interpret, and

preserve history through any circumstance. On behalf of the entire

board and staff, thank you for all of your enthusiasm and support.

In this report, you will find the different ways in which your support

made a direct impact at the Putnam History Museum in 2021.

With our deepest gratitude,

Mark Forlow, Board Chair

Cassie Ward, Executive Director



HISTORICAL PRESERVATION,
CONSERVATION, & INTERPRETATION

• Historical Research •

Library and research volunteers and PHM staff assisted with over 400
public research hours, as well as innumerable internal requests. Research
topics included: Chief Daniel Nimham, Philipse Family, Slavery in Putnam
County, Bird & Bottle Inn, Genealogy, House Histories, Plumbush, Hotel
Manteo, Don Mclean, Pete Seeger, and more. 

Repaired and painted all exterior trim, including repairs to window jams

and cupola. Sections of our museum building date back to 1828.

Replaced the front wooden fence

Repaired and painted PHM's single outbuilding in the rear of the property

Repaired and sealed portions of the museum's basement floor

Library: Cataloged over 1,200 documents in the museum’s research

library, which are all searchable online.

Artifact Inventory: Completed a 157-page transcription project, detailing

the museum’s accessions from the early 1900s to the early 2000s.

Highlights from our Archival Donations include: 

1850 Fishkill Landing Map 

Cast iron West Point Foundry sign 

Haldane school memorabilia and scrapbook 

Collection of Philipstown and Putnam Co. maps; “Early History of

Cold Spring” booklet 

Collection of Garrison research materials 

Collection of Jaycox diaries 

Box of West Point Foundry archival materials, letters, contracts, legal

documents 

Film reel, “opening of the Bear Mountain Bridge”

• Building & Grounds •

• Museum Collection •



Putnam at Play: Recreation and Leisure in the 19th and 20th Centuries 

Hiking the Highlands 

Seasons, featuring rotating historical images related to each season 

Black Citizenship in the Age of Jim Crow 

HerStory: Putnam County Women and the Vote 

West Point Foundry: Trailblazer of Industrial America 

Educational Video: PHM Interview with the 

Lesson Plans: 

7th-11th Grade: American Revolution 

11th Grade: Industrialization 

11th Grade: Environmental Movement 

8th Grade: The Women’s Suffrage Movement

3rd Grade: Changing the Environment 

Educational Activities: 

Guided Questions for West Point Foundry Exhibition

The Parrott Cannon in the Civil War 

Key Players in the Hudson Highlands During the American Revolution

Women in World War II 

Hudson Valley Geography 

Her Story: Women of Putnam County

Children’s Program at the West Point Foundry with the Foundry Montessori

School

• Exhibitions •

      N-Y Historical Society Travelling Exhibition – presented at PHM

 • School Programs/Materials •

Additions to the PHM Education Portal, including: 

       Mid-Hudson Antislavery History Project

EXHIBITIONS & EDUCATION



Served 1,602 visitors through in-person and virtual 

Achieved 190,000+ virtual impressions through 

• Historical Events/Public Programs •

Hudson Valley Hauntings Lecture, January 2021
Chains Across the Hudson Lecture, February 2021
Hudson Valley Contributions to the Union War Effort Lecture, February 2021
Historic Brew Talk & Tasting, March 2021
Putnam County Trivia Night, March 2021
Inspiration. Bravery. Perseverance. Character. Democracy. Lecture, March 2021
Cornish Estate History Hike, April 2021
Mysterious Stone Sites of the Hudson Valley Lecture, April 2021
Hudson River School Lecture, April 2021
Garrison’s Landing and Arden Point History Hike, May 2021
Benedict Arnold’s Flight History Hike, May 2021
Hudson Valley Brick Industry Lecture, May 2021
Little Stony Point History Hike, June 2021
Long Island Pirate and Rumrunners Lecture, July 2021 
Putnam County county-wide History Hunt, August 2021
Art, Industry, and Innovation in 19th Century Peekskill, August 2021
Lake Oscawana History Hike, September 2021
Women at the Helm Lecture with Butterfield Library, September 2021
Colonial Hygiene Lecture, September 2021
Annual Lawn Party & Tour at the William Kemble Home, September 2021
Women Soldiers in the Civil War, November 2021
North & South Revolutionary War Redoubts History Hike, November 2021
Annual Thanksgiving Service & Historical Recollections, November 2021

Cold Spring History Crawl, On-going
Upper Main Street & Nelsonville History Crawl, On-going 

 • Visitor Participation •

       programs, exhibitions, and events.  

      the PHM’s digital networks and website.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
& SPECIAL EVENTS



 • Financial Report •

2021 Income $227,569

2021 Expenses $271,069  (Includes $22,908 Capital Expenditures)

2021 Investments $1,237,564




Income and expense figures are tentative and have not been adjusted by

our accountant to reflect depreciation and investments. Final figures will be 

reported on PHM’s 2021 form 990 and are available upon request.

• Major Funding •

A cornerstone gift from Marion & Pat Dugan provides sustaining annual support.

County of Putnam

• Additional Funding •

Town of Philipstown

• Grants •

Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley

Greater Hudson Heritage Network

Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area

Hudson River Valley Greenway

Humanities New York

M&T Charitable Foundation

New York State Council on the Arts

National Endowment for the Humanities

Teaching Hudson Valley

FINANCES 
& SPECIAL FUNDING

• Board of Trustees •
 through December 31, 2021

Mark Forlow, Chair
Christine Foertsch, 

First Vice Chair
Caroline Danford,

Treasurer
Preston Pittman,

Secretary
Trustees
Sam Broe

Tim Donovan
Kyle Henderson

Frank E. Lucente
Jennifer Schmalz

Craig Watters



• Honorary Trustee •
Libby Pataki



• Trustee Emerita •

Minette Gunther
Elizabeth Todd Healy

Lillian McGuiness



 • Staff •
Cassie Ward, 

Executive Director
Catherine Platt,

Business & 
Finance Director

John Duncan,
Collections Manager
Nicholas Cappicotto,
Education Manager
(through July 2021)
Bernadette Knox,

Administrative Assistant
Arman Safa, 

Research Librarian



• Advisory Board •
Collections

Mark Forlow, Chair
John Duncan
Bryan Dunlap

Corinne Giunta
David Lilburne

John Provet
Richard Saunders

Jan Thacher





Philanthropists ($3,000 & above)

Anonymous

Heather & Neal Zuckerman

Benefactors ($1,000 - $2,999)

Wendy & Bob Bickford

Samuel Broe

Hara Schwartz & Christopher Buck

William Buck

Caroline Danford

Diana & Bryan Dunlap

Priscilla Goldfarb

Steven L. Holley

Frank E. Lucente

Christine Foertsch & Michael McKee

Anne & Frederick Osborn III

Preston L. Pittman

William Sadler

Keith Weiss

Sustainers ($500 - $999)

Butterfield Realty LLC

Benjamin Crane

Michele Hilmes & Bruce Croushore

Elizabeth & Irvine Flinn

Joan & Mark Forlow

Anita & Robert Jacobson

Marit & Lars Kulleseid

T George O’Brien

Janis & Robert Polastre

Paula & John Provet

Jennifer & Chris Schmalz

Tracy Strong

The Topfield Foundation, Inc.

SUPPORT 

Supporters ($300 - $499)

Liz & Michael Armstrong

Marie Wieck & Seamus Carroll

Cathleen & Timothy Donovan

Linda & Roger Hoffmann

Ann Cerrone & Richard Linke

Katharine & Joseph Plummer

Anita & Nat Prentice

Barry Ross

Janet Rust

Marjorie Tarter

Replica Parrott Cannon 
at the William Kemble Home



FRIENDS

Ilma Dietz

Lisa DiMarzo

Marcelline Thomson & David Duffy

Maeve & David Eng-Wong

Claudia & Del Fidanque

Annette & Robert Flaherty

Elizabeth Bradford & James Francis

Michael Gage

Glynn Galloway

Howard Kaplowitz & Robert Gaudreau

Maggie & David Gordon

Jacqueline Grant

Debra Beneck & Ted Green

Lauren Hall

Marjorie & Gurnee Hart

Kathleen Foley & John Hedlund

Keith Hershberger

May Brawley Hill

Catherine & Luke Hilpert

Jean & Jim Horend

Stephen Hutcheson

James Hyer

Mary Ietaka

Victoria & Robert Jauernig

Thomas Johnson

Anne Kane

Friends ($100 - $299)

John Danzer & Chip Allemann

Jason Angell

Alison Anthoine

Luz & Scott Bailey

Taylor Belcher III

Marianne Benjamin

Benjamin Bernstein

Joy Plaisted & Royd Bjornoy

Margaret Moran & James Bopp

Nancy & Rick Brownell

Jennifer Howse & Helen Butler

Barbara & Mark Cane

Antonio Capicotto

Jennifer Carlquist

Catherine Carnevale

Tara & James Caroll

Deborah & Joseph Cestone

Peter Clopton

Ann Borthwick & Richard Cogliandro

Cold Spring Cheese Shop

Sally & Joseph Costa

Mary Beth Cresci

T. Jefferson Cunningham III

Robert B. Cutler

2021 PHM Lawn Party at the Historic William Kemble Home



Karen & Dinesh Kapoor

Irene & Delmar Karlen Jr.

Shannon & Jeff Keegan

Mary Hogan & John Joseph Kenny

Deborah & Roger Keppel

Judy & Joseph Kollar

Judith & Edwin Leonard

Eleanor Evans & Bob Lieber

Catherine & David Lilburne

Annie Patton & Art Lowenstein

Silvia & Thomas Maginnis

Elizabeth Anderson & Joseph Mahon

Mahopac Public Library

Judith Marx

Kevin McConville

Madeleine & Matthew McGinley

James Meyer

Jilian Mincer

Audrey McInerney & Scott Monje

Nancy Montgomery

Karen & Carl Nelson

Suellen Nelson

Frederick Norgaard

Ronald Oswald

Kirsti Lattu & Alan Potts

Ardal Powell

Barbara & David Price

Michael D. Rapalje

Eileen Reilly

Mary & William Rice

Valerie & Thomas Robertson

FRIENDS

Daisy & Peter Sanders

Jennifer & Christopher Sandlund

Heidi & Vincent Scali

Michael Schlachter

Randi Schlesinger

Martha & Philip Scott

James Semmelman

Victoria Shannon

Christopher Shaw

Elora Stack

The Jerome and Stella Rossi Family

Donor Fund

Anthony Thesing

Jane Silber Timm

Marilyn & Charles Van Laer

Lynda Vrooman

Timothy Wallach

Judy & Jeremy Walsh

Cassie M. Ward

Marianne Sutton & David Watson

Evelyn & Craig Watters

Susan Kemble West

Suzanne Willis

Anne & Thomas Winner

Jean Wort

Elisa Woolridge & Curtis Zimmermann

Stacey & John Zuvic

PHM Volunteer Jan Thacher leads a guided tour of the WPF



Members & Others (up to $99)

Richard Amari

Hanay & Nicholas Angell

Mary & Robert Ardan

Robin & Ralph Arditi

Austin Boehm

Lynn & Norman Brown

Karen Brozek

Gilman Burke

Butterfield Library

Andrew Campbell

Rena Corey

Valerie & Bruce Cortalano

Jessica Cox

Stacey Farley & Peter Davoren

Barbara & Alex DelMonaco

Gerald Dempsey

Patsy Ann Dusavage

Marie E. Early

Amanda Eiman

Andrew Fader

Judy Farrell

Eugene P. Finger

Foundry Montessori School

Victoria Fox

Linda Lange & Rich Franco

Patricia Frische

Lilly Gair

Sandra Galef

Makaria Gallagher

Seth Gallagher

Carina Gassman

Ann Gordon

Susan Handelman

Gail Greet Hannah

Megan Harding

William Lockridge Harris

Elizabeth Todd Healy

Faith & Morris Herbert

John Jacoby

Rosemary & John Jandrucko

James M. Johnson

Cathy Duke & Paul Kaye

Paul Kinkel

Dion Kirkwood

Noel Kropf

Jonathan Kruk

Elise & Michael LaRocco

Marion Lewandowski

Carol Lewis

Catherine Lim

Mary Alice Lucas

Alexis & Steve Lynch

Andrea & John Maasik

Susan MacLean

Mary Jayne & Frederick Martin

Claudio Marzollo

Antonia Mattiaccio

Robert Mayer

Christine & William Mazzuca

Damian McDonald

Kenneth Meade

MEMBERS

2021 History Hunt Participants



Members & Others (up to $99),

cont'd.

Richard A. Mills

Holly Ferris & Kirk Moldoff

Linda P. Morgan

Natalie A. Naylor

Jeanine Nearing

Roger Nickelsen

Alice F. Olwell

Frances & William O’Neill

Carol & Noel O’Reilly

Margaret & Patrick O’Sullivan

Donald P. Pagani

Marilyn & Jay Palefsky

Libby & George Pataki

Patterson Library

Philipstown Garden Club Inc.

Donna & Andrew Pidala

Catherine & Joseph Platt

Annette Porter

Christopher Radko

Sheila & Rudolph Rauch

Johanna Reinhardt

Roni Rodman

Vivian & Andrew Rose

Jeffrey Rossi

Charlotte & Charles Rowe

Christine & Jerome Rubino

Stephen Rush

Felicia Saunders

Anne Schultz

Barbara Scuccimarra

Luchrezia & Placito Sgro

Katrina Shindledecker

Kathy Skura

Grace Snowden

Eliza Starbuck

Susan Stewart

Sallie & Wylie Sypher

Sarina Tamagna

Vincent Tamagna

Judith Teague

Marie Tompkins

Andrea Torrens

Joan & Henry Turner

Kristina Melchert Turri

Liesel & Jarren Vink

Steven Walton

Gary Ward

Sophia West

Reginald White

Peter Wilke

Lucille & Jim Wornell

MEMBERS

2021 History Hike Participants






Corporate Donations to Matching Employee Giving



IBM
Morgan Stanley
Thomson Reuters












Donations in Honor of:
Anne Kane in honor of Marjorie Tarter

William Sadler in honor of Marion & Pat Dugan









Donations in Memory of:
Marion & John P. Dugan in memory of Lynda Vrooman

Annette & Robert Flaherty in memory of Lynda Vrooman
Lori Lass in memory of Lynda Vrooman

Beverly & Steven Leardi in memory of Lynda Vrooman
Judith Marx in memory of Lynda Vrooman

Frances & William O’Neill in memory of Lynda Vrooman
William Sadler in memory of William Hicks

Judy & Jeremy Walsh in memory of Lynda Vrooman
Heather & Neal Zuckerman in memory of Lynda Vrooman





