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The mission of the Putnam History
Museum is to collect, preserve,
interpret, and present the history of
Putnam County, Philipstown, the
West Point Foundry, and the
Hudson Highlands. Through
exhibitions, programs, and events,

the museum uses its collection to

engage the community with the

vibrant history of our region--and
to foster greater understanding of
the role it has played in the growth

of our nation.




2025 SUMMARY

For over 120 years, the Putnam History Museum (PHM) has served residents,
visitors, and historical researchers of Putnam County. Putnam County's
generous funding, along with the support of our members, friends, and visitors,
has enabled the PHM to establish a world-class special collections library and
archive, to preserve the West Point Foundry schoolhouse as the museum
headquarters, and to create hundreds of public programs, exhibitions, and

publications.

In 2025, we achieved significant milestones with the help of both public and

private support:

» Opened the exhibition “The American Revolution in the Hudson Highlands,
Part One”.

» Engaged the community with educational programs on key themes such as:
Native Americans, the Colonial Period, the American Revolution, Women’s
History, and more.

» Hosted 9 lectures covering a wide range of subjects to further engage with
the community.

e Published two new traveling exhibitions. “Indigenous Peoples in Putnam
County” went on display at the Austin Road Elementary School in Mahopac
to help education 4™ and 5™ graders on local Indigenous history. “The
American Revolution in the Hudson Highlands” is available for libraries,
schools, and other public spaces in the new year.

 Dedicated more than 400 research hours to over 50 public research
requests.

 Hosted, co-hosted, or collaborated on over 45 public programs, enhancing

historical curiosity and appreciation within the mid-Hudson region.

Looking ahead to 2026, we are excited to embark on several key projects
focused on financial sustainability, infrastructure improvements, program

expansion, digitization, and strategic planning.

We extend our deepest gratitude to all our supporters for their continued trust
and support. Your contributions significantly impact the Putnam History
Museum, enabling us to preserve our shared heritage and inspire future

generations.



POPULATION SERVED

The Putnam History Museum serves a socioeconomically diverse audience of
students, adults, and seniors. Our primary audience resides in Putnam County
and throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley region. Our secondary audience
includes weekend visitors from New York City, Westchester, Connecticut, and

beyond. Our weekend visitors represent a large urban population.

STAFF

Interim Executive Director and Education & Public Programming Manager,
Kara Mattsen
Collections Manager, John Duncan

Finance Manager, Cristina Bally

Administrative Assistant, Bernadette Knox
Research Librarian, Arman Safa

Front Desk Associate, Josephine Bach
(Started in 2026) Consultant, Jill Golden

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Mark Forlow, Chair
Christine Foertsch, Vice Chair
Caroline Danford, Treasurer
Mark De Groh, Secretary
Tim Donovan
Todd Londagin
Kirk Moldoff
Preston Pittman
Catherine Platt
Linda Sweet
Timothy Wallach



SOURCES OF REVENUE &
CURRENT TRENDS IN COST OF
SERVICE

* Financial Report:
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2025 Income: $246,854

2025 Expenses: $282,981

2025 Investments (end-of-year balance): $1,508,441

Income and expense figures are tentative and have not been
adjusted by our accountant to reflect depreciation and
investments. Final figures will be reported on PHM's 2025 form

990 and are available upon request.

Major Funding:
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A cornerstone gift from Marion & Pat Dugan provides sustaining
annual support.

Yearly support from Putnam County

Additional Funding:

(e}

Town of Philipstown

2025 Grants:

(o]

New York State Council for the Arts (for 2025 and renewed for
2026)

o Greater Hudson Heritage Network (for 2026)

A heartfelt thanks also goes out to Preston Pittman, Timothy Wallach

& Fleur Fairman, and George Whipple Ill for their support of the 2025

Lecture Series.
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NEW & UPCOMING PROJECTS
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Financial Sustainability

Continue to develop revenue streams to ensure the museum's financial
stability and sustainability. These will include donations, fundraising
initiatives, sponsorships, grant applications, program and event income,
and other income-generating opportunities within the scope of the PHM
Mission. Putnam County funding is essential and one of the most stable

sources of revenue for the Putnam History Museum.

250™ Anniversary of the American Revolution

Through exhibitions, programming, and community collaborations, our
goal is fo commemorate this milestone in history and to showcase the
significant role that what is now Putnam County played in the events
associated with the American Revolution.

Part two of the American Revolution in the Hudson Highlands exhibition
will be launched in the Spring of 2026. Additionally, the PHM, in keeping
with its tradition of community partnerships, is planning several lectures
related to the Revolutionary War. These lectures will be hosted in
multiple locations within Putnam County: the PHM and other locations
including the Reed Library, Southeast Museum, and more.

Museum and History Programming

Continue to offer exceptional museum exhibitions and a diverse
calendar of history lectures, hikes, and other engaging events. PHM
seeks to expand programming within Putnam County and will build on
past efforts to further establish alliances and partnerships to make
history more accessible to audiences throughout the County.



SERVICES PROVIDED

Research

The PHM provides comprehensive research services, catering to a diverse
range of inquiries related to Putnam County's history and culture. Our
research team covers a range of topics, including genealogy, house
histories, local landmarks, historical events, and cultural heritage. In 2025,
we responded to over fifty public research queries, dedicating more than
400 hours to research activities and facilitating the use of our historical
collection for local authors, genealogists, and interested residents.

Exhibitions & Collections Management

At the heart of our institution lies a commitment to preserving and
highlighting Putnam County's robust history. We maintain an extensive
collection of artifacts and documents, spanning hundreds of years. Our
team focuses on the care and accessibility of the collections, in both
physical and digital formats. We consistently plan for the long-term
management of our collections.

Additionally, the PHM creates rotating exhibitions, both indoors and
outdoors, to provide visitors with an accessible and relevant historical
experience. Our permanent Foundry exhibition serves as a gateway to the
West Point Foundry and Preserve, a National Historic Landmark. In 2025, we
opened the exhibition “The American Revolution in the Hudson Highlands:
Part One” as the beginning of our two-part series exploring this pivotal area
during the Revolutionary War. We also curated two temporary exhibitions, “A
Spotlight on Ships” and “General Putnam: Behind the County's
Revolutionary Namesake,” featuring the collection of George Whipple lIl.
The latter exhibit will travel to the Southeast Museum in the spring.

In 2025, we expanded our availability to share exhibitions by developing
two new traveling exhibitions. “Indigenous Peoples in Putnam County” went
on display at the Austin Road Elementary School in Mahopac to help
education 4™ and 5" graders on local Indigenous history. “The American
Revolution in the Hudson Highlands” traveling exhibition is scheduled to
travel to a few different locations in the new year.




SERVICES PROVIDED, CONTINUED.

Lecture Series

Our long-running lecture series encompasses a diverse range of subjects,
including art, architecture, maritime history, military history, and
genealogy. Since 2020, we have adapted the series into various formats,
offering virtual, hybrid, and in-person lectures to accommodate diverse
audiences. In 2025, we hosted nine lectures, including a new twist on the
lecture format we are calling a Talk & Tasting. This lecture format allows
attendees to taste history by sampling historic recipes while learning
about the history surrounding the item.

Field Trips

We collaborate with Putnam County schools and homeschool groups to
design field trips that align with curricula standards and provide students
with engaging experiences. These field trips often involve guided tours of
the museum and the West Point Foundry and Foundry Cove. We also
provide materials and field trips for homeschool groups and other youth-
focused groups.

History Hikes & Group Tours

We offer tours for groups, which may include curator-led tours of
exhibitions or guided tours of historical sites located all throughout
Putnam County. These popular hikes, which began during the pandemic,
are now an annual offering at the PHM. We offered seven hikes this year,
with topics ranging from Putnam County’s historic iron mines to the path
Benedict Arnold took to flee during the American Revolution.



SUPPORT

Philanthropists ($3,000 & above)
Frank Lucente

Preston Pittman

Tracy Strong

Timothy Wallach & Fleur Fairman
George Whipple lll

Benefactors ($1,000 - $2,999)
Paula Andros & John Provet
Caroline Danford

Peter Davoren & Stacey Farley
Cathleen & Timothy Donovan
Marcelline Thomson & David Duffy
Diana & Bryan Dunlap

Priscilla Goldfarb

Peter Hofmann & William Burback
Steven Holley

Mel Laytner

Christine Foertsch & Michael McKee
Friedrike Merck

Holly Ferris & Kirk Moldoff

Anne & Frederick Osborn llI
Catherine Platt

Sheila & Rudolph Rauch

Hara Schwartz

Martha & Philip Scott

Linda Sweet

Keith Weiss

Sustainers ($500 - $999)
Marianne Benjamin

Wendy & Bob Bickford

May Brawley Hill

William Buck

Jennifer Carlquist

Marie Wieck & Seamus Carroll
Patti & Howard Copeland

Sustainers, Continued.
Robert Cotter
T. Jefferson Cunningham Il

Joan & Mark Forlow

John Greener

Linda & Roger Hoffmann
Fredrick Matzner

Margaret Moran & James Bopp
Frederick Norgaard

Anita & Nat Prentice

David Price

Steven Rust

Marianne Sutton & David Watson

Supporters ($300 - $499)
Janice & Ronald Anderson

Chris Bockelmann & Floyd Norris
Catherine Carnevale
Mary Beth Cresci

Robert Culp

Jeff and Christine Dain
Cathy Duke & Paul Kaye
Archie Eischelberg Elam
David Frey

Jacqueline Grant
Stephen Hutcheson
Patricia & Edward llliano
Delmar Karlen

Peter Meisler

Margaret Moran

Suellen Nelson

Carol & Noel O'Reilly
Irene O'Garden & John Pielmeier
Nora & Ed Preusser
Margot Steinberg
Anthony Thesing
Glennon J. Watson

Dawn Young



SUPPORT

Friends ($100 - $299)
Leon Ablon
Liz & Michael Armstrong

Sarah Banter

Sarah Bayne

Taylor Belcher Il

John Benjamin

Tara Benson

Joy Plaisted & Royd Bjornoy
Elizabeth Bradford & James Francis
Jennifer Howse & Helen Butler
Bryan Cafaro

Mark Cane

Jennifer Cassidy

Ann Cerrone & Richard Linke
Deborah & Joseph Cestone
Alex Wilcox Cheek

Maureen & John Clancy

Ann Borthwick & Richard Cogliandro
Douglas Comeau

Susan Cook

Michele Hilmes & Bruce Croushore
Robert Cutler

David Divico

Juliann DosSantos

Marie Early

Gale Epstein

Ana Escobedo

Martha Fateman

Richard Foster

Susan Freeman

Keith Reilly

Stephen Gnojewski

Maggie & David Gordon

Gail Greet Hannah

Hilary Hart

Laura Lee Holmbo

Friends, Continued.
Jennifer Howse

Anita Isola

Karen Jackson

Anita & Robert Jacobson
Thomas Johnson

Karen Kanning

Deborah & Roger Keppel
Paul Kinkel

Daniel Kohn

Joseph Kollar

Marit Kulleseid

Martina M. Leonard

Dana Levenberg

Patricia & Marty Levine
Catherine & David Lilburne
Todd Londagin

Margie Long

Annie Patton & Art Lowenstein
Susan Maclean

Mary Jayne & Frederick Martin
Claudio Marzollo

David May

Peter McFadden

Gerry McLoughlin

Alison Mcneary

Eileen Murray

Mark Nelson

Leslie Nowinski

Mark Olmon

Terese & Jim Olsen

Rory O'Moore

Margaret & Patrick O'Sullivan
Marilyn & Jay Palefsky



SUPPORT

Friends, Continued.
Libby & George Pataki
Donna Pidala

Katharine & Joseph Plummer
Janis & Robert Polastre
Ulecia Ramdehal
Michael Rapalje

Barry Ross

Steven Rummel

Stephen Rush

Maurene Schneider
Victoria Shannon
Christopher & Alison Shaw
Katrina Shindledecker
Jane Silver Timm

Susan Stewart

Bente Strong

Debbie Tighe

J Tomaiuolo Scebold
Chuck & Paula Tompkins
Joan & Henry Turner
Ellyn Varela-Burstein
Brice Weigman

Elisa Woolridge

Members & Others ($20 to $99)

Alison Anthoine
Kimberly Badger
Gloria Baker
Helaine Balsam
Catherine Barbaria
Rachel V Beck
Dawn Beebe
Kirstin Bellhouse
lvona Bendkowska
Rebecca Blumberg
Brittany Boalt
Nancy Bobrowitz
Susan Branagan
Pamela Breeman
Aetna Dowst Brennan
Catherine Brennan
Karen Brozek
James Burr

Lindsay Cannavo
AnnMarie Carley
Marcia Case

Joan Cerniglia
Maria Cofini

Carol Cole

Sigrid Coons
Adam Cooper
Howard Copeland
Rena Corey
Valerie & Bruce Cortalano
Jose Costa

Jane Crossley
Bernadette Curran
Patricia D'Amato
Mark de Groh

Alex DelMonaco



SUPPORT

Members & Others, Continued.

Jane D'Emic
Butch Dery Robert Kaiser

Cathy Izzo

Nancy Duvinski Susan Kemble West

Delia Engstrom Jon Kiphart

David Eng-Wong Derek Kisslinger

Geoffrey Etherington Tore Knos

Deirdre Farabaugh Joseph Kollar

James Farinelli Judy & Joseph Kollar

Bob Fetonti Philip Kropf

robyn field Andrew Laskaris

Mayor Kathleen E Foley Mark Lavinski
Carol Lewis

Julia Frazier
Alexis & Steve Lynch

Andrea & John Maasik
Michele Capozzella

The Mahopac Public Library
Jane-Ellen Malinowski

Marjorie Gage
Michael Gage
Makaria Gallagher
Glynn Galloway
Carina Gassman

Corinne Giunta

Watson Glennon

Jill Golden

Robertson Gordon
Brendan Gover

Eric Grabstein
Marianne Grey

Patricia Grove

Barbara Guarino Lester
Meghan Hansen
Megan Harding
Jonathan Harrison

June Heller

Faith Herbert

Janice Bell Meisenhelder Heyn
Jeff Hodges

Jean Horend

Brian Horgan

Diane and Dan Hughes

Sandra Manley
Robert Mayer
James McCarthy
Joyce McCormick
John McGrane
Audrey Mclnerney
Meg McKeon
Christine McVay
Erin Mead
Michelle Mead
Yvonne Mee

Nicki Meehan
Nancy Mejia
Holly Mentzer
Melissa Meyers
Francis Milano
Pat Miller

Robert Miller
Jilian Mincer



SUPPORT

Members & Others, Continued.
Audrey Mclnerney & Scott Monje

Therese Moore
Linda Morgan
Ann Myers
Chantelle Norton
Deborah Oswald
Patricia Pagano
Kathi Pastena
Frank Petramale
Donna Pidala
Karen Pinel

Mary Pitts Blackman
Annette Porter
Ardal Powell
Carol Powell
Caitlin Prueitt
Kathleen McLaughlin
Mary Rapp
Timothy Rasic
Eileen Reilly
Wendy Rein

Jean Rhuda

Roy Rosenstein
Susan Rutkowski
Laurie Sadove
Donald Scheck
Amy Sherwood
Kevin Smith
Grace Snowden
Jonathan A. Spanos
Linda Speziale
Katherine Starr
Thomas Stedina
Sheldon Stowe
Erik Swanosn

Linda A. Sweeney
Sallie & Wylie Sypher
Evan Thompson
Vance Tiede
Sudhamsh Tippireddy
Olenna Truskett

Toni Vitale

Brent Walker

John Weissleder
Heidi Wendel

Mary Ann West
Reginald White

Peter Wilkie

Jean Wort

John Wunderlich
Michael Yagley

Julie Zanotti



CONTACT:
Putnam History Museum
63 Chestnut Street
Cold Spring, NY 10516

infoeputnamhistorymuseum.org
845-265-4010

www.putnamhistorymuseum.org
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